
Launch for PreK Prepares Students for Their Next Big Step

Ready, Set, 
Kindergarten!



Confidently prepare every child for 

kindergarten—no matter where they 

start. Launch for PreK offers two full years 

of differentiated curriculum, comprehensive 

assessment and data tools to monitor 

progress, Spanish resources to provide 

literary opportunities and support for 

ELL learners, and built-in family engagement. 

With everything in one place, it’s easy to 

meet each child’s needs and build a strong 

foundation for kindergarten success. 

Launch addresses eight essential learning 

domains through weekly, theme-based 

instruction and hands-on, activity-

driven lesson plans.
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Approaches to Play 
and Learning
Encourage curiosity, exploration, and 
persistence through activity-based 
lesson plans that build attention, 
problem-solving, and engagement.Emerging Math

Introduce key early math 
concepts through playful 
exploration of numbers, 
counting and cardinality, 
shapes, patterns, sorting, 
spatial relationships, 
and everyday 
problem-solving.

Physical Development 
and Motor Skills
Refine gross and fine motor skills 
with integrated movement activities, 
opportunities for tracing, cutting, 
coloring, pre-writing / early writing, 
and active play.

Creative 
Development
Spark imagination and 
self-expression through music, 
movement, dramatic play, and 
art-based projects that connect 
to weekly themes. Emerging Literacy Skills

Strengthen letter recognition, 
phonological and phonemic awareness, 
vocabulary, and early comprehension 
skills with read-alouds, retelling activities, 
and hands-on literacy play.

Adaptive Skills and
Independent Functioning
Support age-appropriate independence 
with routines that promote self-care skills 
like buttoning, handwashing, managing 
materials, and transitioning between tasks.

Communication and 
Language Development
Build foundational expressive and receptive 
language skills with vocabulary-rich 
lessons, thousands of visual supports, 
and opportunities for daily conversation, 
including dialogic reading.

Social Relationships and 
Emotional Development
Foster cooperation, turn-taking, and 
empathy while helping students express 
emotions, build peer relationships, and 
confidently navigate daily routines.

Two full years 
of differentiated 

curriculum. 

8ESSENTIAL LEARNING 
DOMAINS through 
weekly, theme-based 
instruction and hands-on, 
activity-driven lesson plans.
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Sample of Emerging Literacy lesson plans and books in 
English and Spanish from the PreK Children’s Library

Sample of Emerging Math 
lesson plans 

Sample of Centers Guide lesson 
plans that target key fine motor 
skills, including tracing and cutting 

Scan the QR code 
to learn more!

Support the Whole Child 
the Whole Way
TeachTown is committed to nurturing every aspect 

of a child’s development. Ask about our PreK Whole 

Child Package, featuring Launch for PreK and key 

supporting interventions, Language Accelerator, 

Social Skills, and Basics.  

Beach: Emerging Math • 3

EMERGING MATH

PROMPTING

Provide a prompt immediately after an error or incorrect response or after a student does not perform 
a task or respond for 10 seconds. Use the System of Least Prompts to provide the least invasive prompt 
first, like an attention-getting verbal prompt. Use physical prompts only when students are actively at-
tempting to complete an activity but struggling to do so. Always use physical prompts in accordance with 
your district’s or state’s guidelines on physical prompting. 

Here are some examples of prompts for tasks or responses students may struggle with in this lesson:

TASK OR RESPONSE RECOMMENDED PROMPTS

Picking a Number Magnet 
from the Mystery Box

Gestural prompt: Gently shake the Mystery Box. 

Attention-getting verbal prompt: [Student name], pick a number 
from the Mystery Box.

Model prompt: Watch me pick a number. Pick one number from 
the Mystery Box. I picked [number].

REINFORCEMENT

Use specific verbal praise or social or tangible reinforcers in response to appropriate student engagement 
in the lesson activity. See the Reinforcement section of Resources in the Curriculum Tab of the TeachTown 
Launch for PreK app.

Here are some examples of specific verbal praise for this lesson:
• Wow! We did a great job shaking the Parachute and counting!
• Good work everyone! Counting and shaking the Parachute was fun!

CLOSING AND TRANSITION

Whew! I’m tired from shaking the Parachute! It’s time for [name of the next activity], but 
first let’s take a few moments to calm down. Everyone lay down and we’ll count to ten, 
then go to [name of the next activity]. Model resting on the ground as you count aloud and then 
transition. 

2 • Beach: Emerging Math

ACTIVITY 1

TEACHER INSTRUCTION
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E Let’s work together! Call on a student. Pick a number from the Mystery box. Give the 
student time to respond. Excellent! [Student name] picked [number]. Everyone grab 
a handle. If needed, have students grab two handles, one in each hand. Let’s shake the 
Parachute as we count to [number]. Ready, set, go! Shake the Parachute as you count 
aloud with students. 1, 2, [#]. We did it!
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Let’s keep playing! Have students take turns drawing a number from the Mystery Box and 
then shaking the Parachute that number of times.

Activity Tip! This activity would be great to do during outdoor time or in the gym. If it is too dif-
ficult to do the activity with a group, have students count other actions with the beach ball (e.g., kick the 
ball [#] times, tap the ball [#] times, etc.).

DIFFERENTIATION ACROSS STUDENT LEVELS DURING ACTIVITY

Here are suggestions for how to differentiate the instruction provided in the activity to meet the needs 
of individual students across different ability levels. Use these differentiation suggestions while you imple-
ment the activity, especially the Independent Practice section.

DIFFERENTIATION ACROSS STUDENT LEVELS DURING ACTIVITY

LEVEL P1 LEVEL P2 LEVEL P3

LANGUAGE AND COGNITIVE SKILLS

Put only Number 1-5 Magnets in 
the Mystery Box.

Have students draw two 
numbers from the Mystery Box. 
Have the students count aloud 
to the first number, then count 
again to the second number.

Write a number up to 20 on the 
Magnetic Whiteboard and have 
students shake the Parachute 
that number of times.

SOCIAL BEHAVIORS AND PEER INTERACTION

After drawing a Number 
Magnet, have students show it 
to their peers. Show us the 
number you picked.

After drawing a Number 
Magnet, have students tell their 
peers how many times to shake 
the Parachute. How many 
times are we going to shake 
the Parachute?

Encourage students to count 
aloud with their peers as they 
shake the Parachute. Let’s all 
count together!

MOTOR SKILLS

Remove the beach ball and 
just have students shake the 
Parachute as you count aloud.

Provide physical guidance as 
needed to help students shake 
the Parachute. Up. Down. 
Up. Down.

Have students practice shaking 
the Parachute, lifting it up and 
down. Up. Down. Up. Down

EMERGING MATH

Beach: Emerging Math • 1

Beach
Small Group (approximately 2-4 students) • Activity 1

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION

Students will try to shake the beach ball on the parachute a given number of times. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Recites numbers up to 20 in sequence
• Organizes, represents, and builds knowledge of number and quantity
• Explores, practices, and performs skill sets (e.g., throwing, pushing, pulling, catching,  

balancing, etc.)

KEY LANGUAGE

The following words are likely to be used by students to partic-
ipate or respond. When appropriate, these words can be built 
into your students’ communication supports. Visual supports are 
available for these words in the Visual Supports Library on the 
TeachTown Launch for PreK app. Common classroom language 
(e.g., yes, no, your turn, my turn) is not included in this list.

BOOKS AND 
RESOURCES

MANIPULATIVES KIT THEME KIT CLASSROOM

• Beach Emerging 
Math Visual Supports 
Activity 1

• Parachute (without balls)
• Mystery Box
• Number Magnets
• Magnetic Whiteboard 

(per Level P3 student for 
Differentiation)

• None • Beach ball

Materials

PREPARING FOR THE LESSON 

1. Gather materials, including printing and cutting out resources as needed.

2. Place the Number Magnets 1-9 inside the Mystery Box. 

3. Transition students to the instructional area.

ACTIVITY

TEACHER INSTRUCTION

IN
T

R
O

Today we are going to play a fun game with the Parachute and the beach ball. 
Throw the beach ball in the middle of the Parachute. We are going to pick a number from 
the Mystery Box, then shake the Parachute that number of times. We’re going to 
try to keep the beach ball on the Parachute.

M
O

D
E

L Watch me! First, I’ll pick a number from the Mystery Box. Pick one Number Magnet 
from the Mystery Box. Show the number to students. I picked [number]. [Paraprofessional 
name] and I will shake the Parachute and count to [number]. Shake the Parachute as 
you count aloud. 1, 2…[#]. That was so fun!

Key Language

• beach
• beach ball
• parachute

• count
• number
• shake
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ALL ACTIVITIES

LANGUAGE TO USE WITH STUDENTS DURING PLAY

LEVEL P1 LEVEL P2 LEVEL P3

• What are you building, 
construction worker?

• Let’s make up a dance 
about a [firefighter]. We 
can pretend to put out 
a fire.

• Wow! What are you 
building with the bricks 
and cement?

• I’ll play an instrument, 
and you can do a 
[doctor] dance.

• Tell me about the 
building you are 
constructing.

• Can you sing me your 
song about [crossing 
guards], and show me 
your dance?

WRITING CENTER
Theme-Specific Learning Objectives:

 Uses letter-like shapes or letters to write words or parts of words
 Engages in free-choice drawing and writing activities
 Shares written products with others

BOOKS AND 
RESOURCES

MANIPULATIVES 
KIT

THEME KIT CLASSROOM

• Community 
Helpers Student 
Worksheets

• 5 Art Trays
• 1 Sorting Tray

• None • Paper
• Markers
• Crayons
• Glue sticks
• Grocery store ads 

(multiple per student)
• Dry erase markers

Materials

ACTIVITIES TO SET UP AS PLAY CHOICES FOR STUDENTS
 Food Drive Signs:

 Prepare the materials: Cut out pictures of non-perishable food items from grocery store ads, 
and place them in an Art Tray. Then, place markers, glue sticks, and crayons into the Sorting 
Tray and place the Sorting Tray in the middle of the table. Write “food drive” on the Magnetic 
Whiteboard using a dry erase marker. Last, put one piece of construction paper into each Art 
Tray.

 Students can use the materials to write their own sign for a food drive.
 Community Helpers Student Worksheets:

 Student worksheets are an optional component of the Launch for PreK curriculum. They are 
designed for students who are developmentally ready to begin working on independent (or 
partially independent) worksheet-type tasks as they prepare to transition to kindergarten.

 These materials can be made available to any students in the Writing Center, and students who 
are not yet developmentally ready to complete them based on the directions can use them to 
draw and practice emerging writing skills instead.

Community Helpers: Centers Guide • 5

CENTERS GUIDE

LANGUAGE TO USE WITH STUDENTS DURING PLAY

LEVEL P1 LEVEL P2 LEVEL P3

• Look, a firefighter!
• Point to your recycling 

truck.

• Where do you work, 
Firefighter?

• Wow, you’re a sanitation 
worker. I love your 
recycling truck!

• Uh-oh, do you see any 
fires to put out? How do 
you know it’s a fire? How 
will you put it out?

• Where are you going 
to bring all of the 
recyclables?

MUSIC AND SENSORY CENTER
Theme-Specific Learning Objectives

 Uses senses (sight, touch, hearing, smell, and taste to explore the environment and process 
information

 Express and represent thought, observations, imagination, feelings, experiences, and knowledge in 
individual and group music activities (e.g., singing, trying musical instruments, or marching)

 Shares musical ideas with peers

MANIPULATIVES KIT THEME KIT CLASSROOM

• Musical Instruments
• Mystery Box

• Construction Sensory Bin
• Sensory Table Toys 

(Shovels only)
• Community Helpers Set

• Construction hard hats
• Construction vests
• Shaving cream
• Foam blocks

Materials

ACTIVITIES TO SET UP AS PLAY CHOICES FOR STUDENTS
 Community Helpers Song and Dance:

 Prepare the materials: Place the Community Helpers in the Mystery Box.
 Students can take turns pulling a Community Helper from the Mystery Box and making up a 

song or dance about the Community Helper.
 Shaving Cream Construction:

 Prepare the materials: Place foam blocks and shaving cream in the sensory table. Put the 
construction hard hats and vests in the Music and Sensory Center.

 Students will build with foam blocks, putting shaving cream between each block, to act as 
cement.

CENTERS GUIDE

Community Helpers: Centers Guide • 1

Community Helpers
Whole Group • All Activities

INTRODUCTION

Here are suggestions for materials to include in your centers to support play related to this theme. 
Potential activities to set up for students in order to encourage them to actively participate in center time 
are included. There are also suggestions for language you can use with students during center time to 
support their language and communication skills. For the Classroom Library and Listening Center, please 
see the Suggested Book List for this theme. 

Remember many learning objectives will be addressed during center time across all themes. Some of 
those objectives are listed below, and a comprehensive list can be found on the Launch for PreK web-
based platform.

ART CENTER
Theme-Specific Learning Objectives

 Creates and explores visual art forms to develop artistic expression.
 Demonstrates innovative thinking
 Uses materials to create original work for self-expression and to express individual creativity

BOOKS AND 
RESOURCES

MANIPULATIVES 
KIT

THEME KIT CLASSROOM

• The Food Drive 
Coloring Pages

• None • None • Construction paper 
(per student)

• Assorted classroom 
art materials (e.g., 
markers, crayons, glue, 
buttons, etc.)

Materials

ACTIVITIES TO SET UP AS PLAY CHOICES FOR STUDENTS
 Community Helper Uniforms:

 Prepare the materials: Cut out construction paper “shirts” and “pants.” Place the “shirts” and 
“pants,” along with the assorted classroom art materials, on the table.

 Students can decorate the “shirts” and “pants” using the assorted classroom art materials to 
create their own community helper uniform.

 The Food Drive Coloring Pages

LANGUAGE TO USE WITH STUDENTS DURING PLAY

LEVEL P1 LEVEL P2 LEVEL P3

• Show me how you 
decorated your uniform.

• I see a [crossing guard]! 
What color are you 
going to make the 
[crossing guard]?

• What a cool uniform! 
Where do you work?

• Tell me about what’s 
happening in the 
picture.

• What community helper 
are you making that 
uniform for? Wait for student 
response. Tell me about that 
community helper’s job.

(continued)

Beach: Emerging Literacy • 3

EMERGING LITERACY

DIFFERENTIATION ACROSS STUDENT LEVELS DURING ACTIVITY

LEVEL P1 LEVEL P2 LEVEL P3

identifies the new word, say, 
[Peer name] has [target]. 
Who has [target]?

new word, point to the peer with 
the target Picture Card. Who has 
[target]?

identifies the new word, say 
Who has [target]?

MOTOR SKILLS

Provide physical guidance as 
needed to touch each Letter 
Magnet. 

Provide simultaneous modeling by 
touching each Letter Magnet along 
with the student.

Have students trace each 
Letter Magnet with a finger 
instead of pointing to or 
touching it. 

PROMPTING

Provide a prompt immediately after an error or incorrect response or after a student does not perform 
a task or respond for 10 seconds. Use the System of Least Prompts to provide the least invasive prompt 
first, like an attention-getting verbal prompt. Use physical prompts only when students are actively at-
tempting to complete an activity but struggling to do so. Always use physical prompts in accordance with 
your district’s or state’s guidelines on physical prompting. 

Here are some examples of prompts for tasks or responses students may struggle with in this lesson:

TASK OR RESPONSE RECOMMENDED PROMPTS

Initial Phoneme Substitution Gestural prompt: Touch [letter] (point).

Attention-getting verbal prompt: [Student name], touch rat. 

Model prompt: Touch the target Letter Magnet and say the 
corresponding sound. Your turn! 

REINFORCEMENT

Use specific verbal praise or social or tangible reinforcers in response to appropriate student engagement 
in the lesson activity. See the Reinforcement section of Resources in the Curriculum Tab of the TeachTown 
Launch for PreK app.

Here are some examples of specific verbal praise for this lesson:
• Brilliant! You changed the first letter to make new words!
• You did an awesome job making new words by changing the first sound!

CLOSING AND TRANSITION

We had so much fun putting sounds together to make words! Next, we are going to [name 
of the next activity]. We made the word “cat” with the /c/, / /, and /t/ sounds! Can you meow 
like a cat (model) on the way to [area of the next activity]?

2 • Beach: Emerging Literacy

ACTIVITY 5

TEACHER INSTRUCTION
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Remove the Letter M Magnet. This is the letter R. Show Letter R Magnet. R makes the 
sound /r/. If we keep the letter A and the letter T, can we make a new word with the 
letter R? Put the Letter R Magnet before the Letter A Magnet on the Magnetic Whiteboard. 
/r/ (touch Letter Magnet). / / (touch). /t/ (touch). This time, say it with me! Touch the Letter 
R Magnet /r/. Encourage students to say the sound as well. Touch the Letter A Magnet / /. 
Encourage students to say the sound. Touch the Letter T Magnet /t/. Encourage students to say 
the sound. Do you think we can do it a little faster? Repeat touching the Letter Magnets 
and saying the corresponding sounds more quickly. Rat! Show Picture Card. The sounds /r/ 
/ / /t/ make the word “rat”! [Say/touch] rat. Allow students to respond. Awesome! You 
changed the word “mat” into “rat.” Show Picture Card.
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Remove the Letter R Magnet and replace it with the Letter B Magnet. This (point) is the letter 
B. B makes the sound /b/. What sound does B make? Allow students to respond, providing 
feedback. Now, it’s your turn! Choose a student to go first and have them come up to the 
Magnetic Whiteboard. [Student name], touch B (model). Allow student to respond. What 
sound does B make? Allow student to respond. Repeat with the remaining letters. Start 
at B (point). Touch each letter and say the sound. Allow student to respond, providing 
assistance as needed. Alternatively, if the student is not able to produce the letter sound, say, 
Touch the letter that makes the /b/ sound and repeat with the remaining letters. Show 
and identify the “bat,” “sat,” and “cat” Picture Cards. What word do you hear in /b/ / / /t/? 
Allow student to respond, providing feedback. 

Correct: /b/ / / /t/ makes the word “bat”! You turned the word “rat” into “bat.”

Incorrect: Remove the distractor selected by the student. Listen again. /b/ / / /t/. Bat (point 
to Picture Card) or [sat/cat] (point to Picture Card). Repeat with the remaining Picture Cards. 

DIFFERENTIATION ACROSS STUDENT LEVELS DURING ACTIVITY

Here are suggestions for how to differentiate the instruction provided in the activity to meet the needs 
of individual students across different ability levels. Use these differentiation suggestions while you imple-
ment the activity, especially the Independent Practice section.

DIFFERENTIATION ACROSS STUDENT LEVELS DURING ACTIVITY

LEVEL P1 LEVEL P2 LEVEL P3

LANGUAGE AND COGNITIVE SKILLS

Simplify the instruction as 
shown: /b/ (point) / / (point) 
/t/ (point). This is “bat” 
(show Picture Card). Do the 
sounds /b/ / / /t/ make the 
word “bat”? Allow student to 
respond. Vary yes/no. 

Simplify the instruction by reducing 
the number of distractors to 
one. After the student identifies 
the sound of each letter, show 
and identify the target and one 
distractor Picture Card. Does [/b/ 
/ / /t/] make the word [“bat”] 
or [“cat”]?

Increase the challenge by 
prompting the student to 
identify the target word 
without presenting Picture 
Cards as shown in the example 
below: What word do you 
hear with the sounds /b/ / / 
/t/? Allow student to respond.

SOCIAL BEHAVIORS AND PEER INTERACTION

Give each student a Picture 
Card. After the student 

Give each student a Picture Card. 
After the student identifies the 

Give each student a Picture 
Card. After the student 

Beach: Emerging Literacy • 1

EMERGING LITERACY

Beach
Small Group (approximately 2-4 students) • Activity 5

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION

Students will substitute the onset of a given, familiar word to make a new word.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Blends onset (initial sound) and rime (ending sounds) to form familiar, one-syllable words
• Blends individual sounds into familiar, one-syllable words
• Substitutes the onset (initial sound) of a word to form another common word

KEY LANGUAGE

The following words are likely to be used by students to participate or 
respond. When appropriate, these words can be built into your students’ 
communication supports. Visual supports are available for these words in 
the Visual Supports Library on the TeachTown Launch for PreK app. Com-
mon classroom language (e.g., yes, no, your turn, my turn) is not included in 
this list.

BOOKS AND RESOURCES MANIPULATIVES KIT THEME KIT CLASSROOM

• Beach Phoneme 
Substitution

• Magnetic Whiteboard
• Magnetic Letters (M, R, 

H, B, C, S, A, and T)

• None • None

Materials

PREPARING FOR THE LESSON 

1. Gather materials, including printing and cutting out resources as needed.

2. Place the M, A, and T Letter Magnets on the Magnetic Whiteboard.

3. Transition students to the instructional area.

ACTIVITY

TEACHER INSTRUCTION

IN
T

R
O We have been putting sounds together to make words. Today, we are going to use 

the Letter Magnets to put sounds together and make words! 

M
O

D
E
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This (point to the Letter Magnet) is the letter M. M makes the sound /m/. This (point) is 
the letter A. A makes the sound / /. This (point) is the letter T. T makes the sound /t/. 
/m/ (touch Letter Magnet). / / (touch Letter Magnet). /t/ (touch Letter Magnet). Repeat, slightly 
faster. Mat! Show Picture Card. The sounds /m/ (touch) / / (touch) /t/ (touch) make the 
word “mat”! Show Picture Card. 

Key Language

• mat
• rat
• hat

• bat
• cat
• sat

Meet Maya. Maya has a 
lot of big things in her 
life including, big, big 

feelings. 
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When a small mouse is 
spared from becoming a 

he promises to return 
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Emerging 
Literacy

Emerging 
Math

Motor Skills

Why is Kindergarten Readiness Important?
Children who enter kindergarten with strong foundational skills adapt more easily to the classroom environment and 

experience greater academic, behavioral, and social success. Early intervention and exposure to learning experiences, 

like preschool, structured play, and family engagement, can help prepare children for kindergarten.
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